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Carlisle’s Margaret Cooper, 

1918-2016  

 

Sworn to secrecy by the British Government, 

Carlisle’s Margaret Cooper spent the Second 

World War at the ultra-secretive Bletchley 

Park, the centre of Allied code-breaking during 

the Second World War.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Born Margaret Elizabeth Douglas in Uruguay to Argentinian 

parents, Margaret moved to London and lived through "The 

Blitz." She was called up in 1941 and enrolled in the Women's 

Royal Naval Service. 

 

• Transferring to Bletchley Park, Cooper was assigned to one of its huts to work with a 

Bombe, 1 an electro-mechanical device used by British cryptologists to help decipher 

German Enigma-machine-encrypted messages. In 1942 she followed the Allies' 

destruction of supply ships to the Afrika Korps in Libya, becoming an assistant to 

Frank Birch, head of the naval section in Hut 4. 2 In 1944 Cooper was transferred to 

Plymouth to serve as a liaison with Bletchley on U-boat activity during the D-Day 

landings.  

 

 

 

 
1 The bombe was an electro-mechanical device used by British cryptologists to help decipher German Enigma-machine-encrypted 
secret messages during the Second World War. 
2 TheSpec.com. (2016, October 3). Passages: Waterdown woman tracked German subs during war. thespec.com. Retrieved 
December 6, 2022, from https://www.thespec.com/news/hamilton-region/2016/10/03/passages-waterdown-woman-tracked-
german-subs-during-war.html 
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• The 2016 obituary explained: 

 

She told her son she was one the first Wrens to arrive at Bletchley. 

Over the next four years, it was long hours, hard work and learning 

not to talk about anything she found out. She did get some travel, 

being transferred to Plymouth shortly before the D-Day landings in 

1944 to serve as a liaison with Bletchley on U-boat activity, especially 

in the English Channel. And her son said she did get promoted, leaving 

the Wrens in 1945 as a Third Officer. 

 

• I was sent down to Plymouth [on the coast] on the 26th of April 1944. Plymouth and 

Portsmouth were really the chief naval invasion ports of France [for the D-Day 

landings]. So absolutely everything was happening there. And I was to be, well, I was 

on the staff of the chief of staff, but I was liaison between Bletchley and Plymouth; 

should any U-boat messages relative to that area come up that I could deliver them to 

the appropriate person," Mrs. Cooper told Historica Canada’s Memory Project." 

 

• In 1942 Margaret briefly met Craig Cooper, who was serving with the Royal 

Canadian Airforce, at the Bletchley Railway Station. While they did not exchange 

names at the time, Craig established contact with Margaret after sending a letter 

addressed to "the blonde Wren from Argentina on the platform at Bletchley station". 

Following the war, the two were married and moved to Canada. 

 

• Settling in Carlisle in 1947, the couple purchased the 65-acre Cherry Hill Farm on 

the 8th Concession (Craig had lived in Waterdown for a time while his father was 

principal at Waterdown High School). Margaret lived at Cherry Hill Farm until 2001 

when she moved to Waterdown following her husband’s death (she lived in 

McGregor Village at 47 Main St North). 

 

• Interestingly, Cooper did not tell her family and friends (including her brother who 

served as an intelligence officer) about her wartime service until Britain's Official 

Secrets Act was lifted in the 1970s. The British Government did not formally 

recognize the work done at Bletchley Park until 2009 – that year Cooper received a 

letter from British Prime Minister Gordon Brown recognizing her war service. 

 

• Margaret Cooper died in 2016 at the age of 98. 

 

Source: Christie, M. (2016) “Flamborough's Margaret Cooper led a life like no other,” Flamborough Review, 4 August 2016. 


