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TUVALU: A HISTORY (published in 1983) is the most recent of a series of 'indigenous 
histories' jointly sponsored by the University of the South Pacific and the governments of 
island states of the southwest Pacific. Most of the books have been published to coincide 
with independence, or shortly after it; their purpose, at least in part, has been to put 
forward a 'national' view — here, as the Prime Minister of Tuvalu says, 'Tuvaluans 
interpreting events as they themselves see them' — as distinct from the views of outside 
observers. There has been a conscious effort to draw on oral tradition, and on the 
testimony of observers of, and participants in, more recent events of national or local 
importance. All of the books in this series have been collectively written — usually through 
workshops for local contributors with academics from the University of the South Pacific or 
Australasian universities as 'facilitators' and editors. Tuvalu: A History is the joint effort of 17 
Tuvaluan writers and an academic support team of five led by Dr Hugh Laracy. Tito Isala, a 
Tuvaluan, was both a contributor and a member of the advisory team. 
 

- Taken from a review by Barry MacDoanld, Massey University of New Zealand 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuvalu's history was not recorded in a book until 
1983 - how does the study of history deal with this? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


