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Britain (and Canada)’s King George V, Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm II and Russia’s Tsar Nicholas II. All were Queen Victoria’s grandchildren. 

Badge of the House of Windsor 

The Great War and Identity 

The Royal Family and Kitchener, ON 

• When Britain declared war on the German empire in 1914 Canada, as an integral 
part of the Empire, was at war – no questions asked. 

 
• Anti-German sentiment swept across the British Empire at this time 

with many different effects, including Canadian citizens with 
German or Austro-Hungarian heritage being sent to internment 
camps.1 

 
• The British Royal Family, known as the House of Saxe-

Coburg-Gotha (a German name), is originally from Germany.  
 
His Majesty King George V changed the family name to the 
ultra-British “Windsor” on July 17th, 1917. The Royal Family 
renounced all German titles, and abandoned their German 

relatives.  
                                                 
1 According to the Canadian Encyclopedia: According to official records, 8,579 men were held at 24 internment camps and receiving 

stations across Canada. This included 5,954 men of Austro-Hungarian origin, the majority of whom were Ukrainian. There were also 

2,009 Germans, 205 Turks, and 99 Bulgarians. Roy, Patricia E. "Internment in Canada."  <em>The Canadian Encyclopedia</em>. 

Historica Canada. Article published August 27, 2013; Last Edited June 11, 2020. 
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The original shortlist of names was Huronto, Bercana, Dunard, Hydro City, 

Renoma and Agnoleo. 

 
• From 24 to 28 June 1916, the city of Berlin 

(Ontario) held a referendum that saw only 18% of 
registered voters participate. Of the 892 who voted, 
346 selected to rename the community Kitchener, 
after Lord Horatio Kitchener (of recruiting posters 
fame), the British Secretary of State for War who 
had drown in June after his ship struck a mine.  
 
Retaining the name Berlin was not one of the options 
on the ballot. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Even with the name change, Kitchener’s 
German identity remains quite strong. Can you 
think of some examples? Click here for one! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oktoberfest.ca/
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The bust of the Kaiser after it was pulled out of Victoria Park Lake on August 23, 1914. 

• In 1897, a bust of Kaiser Wilhelm I was placed in Berlin/Kitchener’s Victoria Park. 
However, it was thrown into the park’s lake once war was declared in 1914. It was 
moved to the Concordia Club, but was stolen and paraded through the streets of the 
city before disappearing while in the possession of a drunken mob.  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Explain how the renaming of Berlin to Kitchener highlights a problem with nationalism 
that has gotten out of control. 


