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78 o THE TRUTH ABOUT STORIES

ourselves enough times, in one form or another, that the
sins of the father — gender biases notwithstanding —
should not be visited on the son. :
Of course, the skeptic would point out that these
axioms are little more than self-serving attempts to insure
ourselves against liability, that many of our past peccadil-
loes — African slavery, for example — were known to be
wrong at the time we committed them, while the cynic
would argue that the lessons of history only serve to
show us which atrocities are profitable and which are not.
‘But not me. Complaint is not my purpose. This little
history lesson is simply my attempt to call attention to the
cultural distance that separated Europeans and Indians.
We don't know, for example, if there were many
Indians who wanted to be Europeans, but we do know
that Europeans, as a group, had little interest in being
Indians. The Spanish were dead against it, the French may
have lived with Indians and married Indians but that was |
primarily in the cause of the fur trade, and the Puritans
saw any inclinations toward the forest and Aboriginal life
as proof of an unsound mind and the Devil’s handiwork,
the terror of which is so pleasanﬂy captured in Nathaniel



