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Reading something as a potential source for 

academic work 
 

Before you read! 

 

1. Search the title to determine if this book 

has been reviewed by credible sources? Is it 

a “well-known” book (if it isn’t, you need to 

ask why). 

 

2. Search the author – what perspective are 

they bringing to the subject? What makes 

them credible? 

Before you open the book/article (or 

view it online)! 

 

1. What are you looking for with this 

resource? What is the point in spending time 

(which is finite in university/college) with 

this text? (Example: Are you looking for a 

general history, a specific period of history, a 

specific person, etc.) 

 

2. Do you need to read the whole book to get after the knowledge you are seeking? 

  

 

3. REMEMBER to record the information you will need to cite the book: 

Footnote: Anna Reid, Borderland: A Journey Through the History of Ukraine, (London: 

Orion, 2015), [Page #]. 

Bibliography/Works Cited: Reid, Anna. Borderland: A Journey Through the History of 

Ukraine. London: Orion, 2015. 
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Reading with purpose 

Read through this section from Anna Reid’s Borderland: A Journey Through the History of 

Ukraine us if you were writing a piece with the following thesis: 

 

By understanding the complex history of the Cossacks in Zaporozhia the currently 

invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation can be better explained.  
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Don’t forget to Google a map of the region during this time (to help you visualize this 

complex history).  

 

 

 

 

 

You 

probably 

don’t 

know who 

this is – 

find out! 


