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 Jornada del Muerto – Journey of the Dead Man 

The History of a Space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Jornada has no reliable source of water – all travelers to this region must bring their own 

drinking water. It occupies the northern portion of the largest arid region of the continent.  
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 To the north during the 16th century, 150 Puebloan communities surrounded by fields and field 

houses could be found. These communities were considered part of the larger, Mogollon culture, 

which existed between 200 CE and 1520 CE.  

 

o Mogollon Puebloans lived masonry apartment houses that were built at ground level and 

rose one to three stories high. These pueblo villages sometimes contained 40 to 50 rooms 

arranged around a plaza. Such traits, together with others, were probably introduced to the 

area by Ancestral Pueblo. There is evidence from this period that Ancestral Pueblo and 

Mogollon individuals lived peacefully in the same villages.1 

 

 Raiders came in from the north, called Tagú-kerésh2 – nomadic peoples that also traded with the 

Mogollon Puebloans (providing them with items such as buffalo meat and hide).  

 

o Tagú-kerésh hunted with longbow and spears. They lacked livestock, but dogs carried their 

belongings. They had adopted some farming techniques from the Mogollon Peubloans.  

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Encyclopedia Britannica. (2018). Mogollon culture | North American Indian culture. [online] Available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mogollon-culture [Accessed 6 Nov. 2018]. 
2
 Today they are referred to as the Apache Nation. 
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 According to authors Joseph P. Sánchez, Robert L. Spude, Art Gómez:  
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