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Excerpt from The Last and Greatest Battle: Finding 
the Will, Commitment, and Strategy to End Military 
Suicides by John Bateson 
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Question: Explain why do you think soldiers resisted “pulling the trigger” during the 
various battles they took part in? What does the Christmas Truce tell us about 
human nature?  

 

Some things to consider in your piece: 

 

 The way in which the soldiers interacted with each other in 1917.  
 The article/podcast Voices of the First World War: The Christmas Truce 
 The text on the front of this handout.  
 Make sure your response is minimum 250 words in length.  

Structure your response like this: 

 

1. Your first sentence or two outlines your opinion (What 
you think made soldiers resist “pulling the trigger” during 
the various battles they took part in). 

2. The body of your piece (the next 4-5 examples explain 
why you think soldiers were hesitant to shoot at each 
other, highlighting examples from the article/podcast 
Voices of the First World War: The Christmas Truce, 1917 
and the text on the front of this handout. 

3. Your last sentence should wrap up your thoughts about 
this topic. 


