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Dorothy Thompson 

From the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: 

Dorothy Thompson (1893–1961) was a prominent 

American reporter, columnist, and radio personality. 

Throughout the 1930s and ‘40s, she urged her fellow 

Americans to pay attention to the threat that Nazi 

Germany posed to democracy and to Europe’s Jews. 

In 1939, Time magazine called Thompson and First 

Lady Eleanor Roosevelt “undoubtedly the most 

influential women in America.” 

 

• In 1931, the Nazi Party invited Thompson to 

interview Hitler for Cosmopolitan magazine. 

She expanded the interview, publishing it 

along with her impressions in a book, I Saw 

Hitler!, which was released before Hitler was 

appointed German chancellor in 1933. 

 

• Thompson’s searing criticism angered Hitler, who personally ordered her to leave 

Nazi Germany in 1934. She was the first American journalist to be expelled from the 

country by the Nazi regime. "As far as I can see, I was really put out of Germany for 

the crime of blasphemy,” she said upon disembarking in the United States. “My 

offense was to think that Hitler is just an ordinary man, after all. That is a crime in 

the reigning cult in Germany, which says Mr. Hitler is a messiah sent of God to save 

the German people.” 

 

 

The following are excerpts from Thompson’s 1931 interview: 

 

[What questions should we be asking after learning about the work of Dorothy Thompson 

and her 1931 – and subsequent – pieces of writing?]  

 

 

At the February 1939 German American Bund rally at 
Madison Square Garden in New York City, Dorothy 
Thompson heckled the pro-Nazi speakers, and had to be 
escorted out of the arena for her own safety. 
Keystone/Hulton Archive/Getty Images 
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