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‘A BLAST OF A BOOK . . . BIG, GENEROUS,
HEARTFELT, FUNNY AND SAD' IRISH TIMES

‘Skippy and Ruprecht are having a doughnut-eating race one
evening when Skippy turns purple and falls off his chair ...

Z
Z
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And so begins this epic, tragic, comic, brilliant novel set in and
around Dublin’s Seabrook College for Boys. Principally concerning
the lives, loves, mistakes and triumphs of overweight maths-whiz Ruprecht
Van Doren and his roommate Daniel ‘Skippy’ Juster, it features a frishee- <
throwing siren called Lori, the joys (and horrors) of first love, the blatant %
misuse of prescription drugs, Carl (the official school psychopath), various
attempts to unravel string theory . . . while at the same time exploring the

very deepest mysteries of the human heart.
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‘Hilarious, heartbreaking, totally engrossing. A triumph’ DAILY MAIL

‘Ambitious, wise, funny, fiercely intelligent. The beauty of this cynical,
hopeful, beautifully written book is that it builds a detailed world to~
explore life, the universe and everything" SUNDAY EXPRESS
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‘Marvellous, witty, heartbreaking, intensely moving,
excellent. The writing is second to none, the banter brilliant.
Grazy, but beautiful’ DAILY TELEGRAPH
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‘One of the most enjoyable, funny and moving reads of
this year. A rare tragicomedy that’s both genuinely tragic
and genuinely comic’ GUARDIAN

‘Darkly comic, dazzles, every line drips ideas for fun.
Unputdownably funny, captivating. A masterpiece’ METRO
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ggg From here, aside from its eerie emptiness, the Memorial Gar-
dens looks like any other park. The grassy lawn stretches off into
1:he distance, rising on its left to a hill; the wind ruffles the water
;ef the river to the right, and whispers through the leafless trees
Jmmg the avenue. The only edifice in sight is a small stone gazebo.
fFhey walk down and crowd into it. Inside a staniza from a Rupert
@rooke poem is inscribed in the floor:

We have found safety with all things undymg,

The winds, and morning, tears of men and mirth,
The deep night, and birds singing, and clouds flying,
And sleep, and freedom, and the autumnal earth . . :

(,..

?
& ‘Look - Henry Lafayette points up the hill. A tall storie cross
§can now be seen, looming over the crest. They climb towards it,

"Ealkmg less now; fanning out over the grass, -they appear to

Howard younger again, as if they are going backwards in time..

« At the top of the hill they find themselves in a long garden,

gencircled by trees and ivy-clad colonnades. Water trickles into the

%asms of two identical fountains, winter roses grow in the borders.

#he surrounding city can no longer be seen: they might be in the

ggarden of a country manor, were it not for the towering cross, and,

bout a hundred feet in front of it, a white stone sarcophagus.

“Their name liveth on forevermore,” Dewey Fortune reads from its

%uie

%ﬁf ‘Whose name?’

.. “The Irish soldiers’, you spa.’

+ "They got that wrong,” Muiris says.

Lucas Rexroth shivers. “This place is spooky.’

This provokes a chorus of ghostly woohooos; but Lucas is nght

553
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Burning as he is with righteous anger, this question catches
Howard off guard. _

‘Maybe you're right,’ the Automator continues, ‘maybe the
book does leave a chunk of stuff out. And maybe in the future
someone will dig it up, and make a TV documentary, and there’ll
be exhibitions and pull-out newspaper supplements and people all
over the country will be talking about it. But when they’re finished
talking, Howard, then they’ll go back to their kitchens or their
golfing holidays or whatever they were doing before. The “truth”,
as you put it, won't change a goddamn thing,



