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In the maiter of & Reference as to the meaning of the word “ persons ™ in

Beetion 24 of The British North Amerion Aet, 1867,

Henrieila Muir Edwards and olhers . - dppellants
L1

The Attorncy-General of Canada and others - fespendents
FEARS

THE SUPREME COURT OF CANADA.

JUDGMENT OF THE LORDS OF THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEER OF THE
PRIVY COUNCIL, periveren vie 18t OCTOBRER, 19249,

fresent af the Hedriog
'me Lorn CHANCELLOR,
Lorp Dapnoxe.

Lorn MERRIVALE.

Lorn Toarrs,

e LaxceLor BaxDirsox.

| Brefrvered iy the Loy Chaxcenios.]

By scetion 24 of the British North America Aet, 1857, it is
provided that ** The Governor General shall from time o time,
e the Quoen's meme, by instrument ander the Great Seal of
Canaeda, summon qualified porsons to the Senate : and, smubject to
the provisions of this Act, every person so summoned shall
beeone: and be a Member of 1he Senate and o Senstor.”

The question at issue in this appeal is whether the words
Hapalified persons i that section include 1 woman, anl con-
seduently whether women wree eligible to be smnmoned to and
become members of the Senate of Canada.,

Or the ﬂ!]]]{"lriitlﬂh. Henrstta Muie Bedwarls is the Viee-Presi-
dent for the Province of Alborte of the National Couneil of
Waomen for Canada ;. Nellie L. MeClung and Louise 0 Melinmey
were for several years membeors of the Logisltive Assembly of
the said provines . Bmily F. Murphy 5 & police magistrate in
and for tho suil provinee; and lrene Parlby is o member of
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propozed was to leave out tha word “man ™ in order to inserk
the werd “ person ™ instead theresf. Sec Hansard, Svd series,
vol, 187, col. 817,

A leavy burden lies on an appellant who gacks to ol azide
& unanimons judgment of the Supreme Court, and this Bonrd will
only set aside such o decision ofter convincing argwment and
anxious consideration, hot having rogred

{1} To the abjeet of the Act, vis., to provide a constitution
for Canndae, o responsible and developing State ;

(2) that the word * person ™ is ambignous and may includs
members of cither sex ;

(3) thet there are sectionz in the Aet above referred to
which show that in some cases the word * person
must include females ;

(4) that in some sections the words “ male persons ' ia
exprossly nsed when it is desived to confine the
matter in issue to males, and

{5} to the provisions of the Interpretation Aet ;

fheir Londships kave come to the comclusion that the word
“ persons ™ in section 24 includes members both of the males and
female sex and that, therafors, the question propounded by the
Governor-Ueneral must be answarad in the affinative aond that
women are eligible to he summonced to and become members of
the Senate of Canada, and they will louobly advise His Majesty
aecordingly.




