Some of Hitler’s Military Errors during

the Second World War

DUNKIRK EVACUATION
MAY 26—June 4, 1940

The evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) and other Allied troops from the French
seaport of Dunkirk (Dunkerque) to England. Operation Dynamo used hundreds
of naval vessels and civilian boats in the evacuation.
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Bad weather interferes with the Luftwaffe
German Panzers withdraw from Dunkirk
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Clear weather gives Luftwaffe its biggest day
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BEF evacuation complete
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Evacuation from Dunkirk, 194.0

e British and French troops, early into the war, are pushed to the coast by German
panzer (tank) units to Dunkirk, a seaport on the French Coast.

e Hitler, listening to Hermann Goring, wanted the Luftwaffe to destroy these allied
troops, but cloud cover prevented the bombing.

e For nine days the British navy, as well as civilian helpers, evacuated over 300,000
men from the beaches of Dunkirk.

Why was allowing this evacuation to happen an error?

The London Blitz (bombing of London), 1940

e During the Battle of Britain,
the Luftwaffe accidentally

bombed London instead of RAF
(Royal Air Force) airfields.

o Winston Churchill (Prime
Minister of Great Britain)
retaliated by having the RAF
bomb Berlin.

° Hitler, embarrassed and upset,
orders London bombed for two
months.

Why was exclusively bombing London
an error?
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Battle of Britain boundaries, bases and RADAR coverage. Image from Strategy for
Defeat, The Luftwaffe 1933-1945 by Williamson Murray
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OPERATION BARBAROSSA

The Axis invasion of the USSR
June 22nd - December 5th

1941
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Notes

The Zenith

At its greatest extent the front line stretched from the Black Sea in the
south to the Barents Sea in the north - roughly 2900km. It would become
larger in 1942 when Germany launches its Caucasus offensive 'Case Blue'.
This would further extend the line to be around 4000km long.

The A-A Line
The A-A({Arkhangelsk-Astrakhan) line was the end goal for the
operation. The plan required the Red Army to be defeated
west of the line before the winter of 1941. Occupying this region
would also deprive the USSR of over 85% of its petroleum assets.

Finland
Finland was never a member of the Axis Powers, nor did it have the
same goals as them. However, since they were a co-belligerent, they are
colored and included on this map. Many consider the Continuation War
(Finnish-Soviet War from 41-44) to be an extension to the Eastern Front.

Source: Reddit user: Jeff _Strongmann

Operation Barbarossa (Invasion of Russia), 1941

e On June 22nd,1941, the Third Reich invaded the Soviet Union. For the Soviets this
triggered The Great Patriotic War - a fight for the survival of the Soviet Union in

the face of a Nazi invasion.

e 3.8 million personnel of the Axis powers—the largest invasion force in the history
of warfare—invaded the western Soviet Union along a 2,900-kilometer (1,800 mi)
front, with 600,000 motor vehicles and over 600,000 horses for non-combat

operations.
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e Germans and Soviets engage in the Battle of Stalingrad as part of a long, costly, and
brutal war.

e Historically, what are Russia’s two secret weapons?

Why was engaging in Operation Barbarossa a major military error?

The Motherland Calls statue over present-day Volgograd (Stalingrad)
Credit: MLADEN ANTONOV/GETTY




